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Dear Friends, Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
This is my first letter to you.  It is still not quite realistic for me that you have chosen 
me to be your bishop and to work together with you for the Kingdom of God, but I 
very much appreciate this structure that enables you to fetch a bishop from another 
part of the Church of Christ.  In the future this might be more frequent.  For now it is 
a sign of our mutual belonging, and it is a sign of the on-going change and 
unbounded identity. 
 
Today, on Ash Wednesday, Lent starts and we are looking forward to the 40 days 
until Easter night.  It is exactly 40 days from Ash Wednesday to Easter eve, if you do 
not count the Sundays, all of which are Easter days, as you know well. 
 
We, who are on the Way, do observe Lent all over the world, even if there are 
different kinds of calendars.  
 
I found different English translations of the Greek word  ‘οδοʹ′ς (way). In NEB 1961 the 
word is translated as “the Christian movement ” (Act. 24:22).  In NRSV 1990 it is 
simply translated as “the Way”. 
 
For me it is important to see ourselves as friends of Jesus on the Way.  Our lives are 
gifts from God.  None of us could breathe one second without the will of God.  We 
are totally dependant on God, but our God is not a stationary God.  He is not a God 
cut in stone.  Our God is living, changing and fragile as a human being, like the wind.  
Our God is with us on the Way. 
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We do have a tendency to long for the stable and solid.  Changes are threatening.  It 
is easier when everything goes on as always.  It is human in some sense to think like 
that. 
 
But it is an illusion.  Life is never only stable and solid.  We know that already from 
the biological point of view.  Our whole body is constantly changing. 
 
The Christian belief will help us to live in this existence where everything is changing 
all the time. Lent is one of the periods in the ecclesiastical year that opens our eyes. 
 
The 40 days are days when we are invited to reflect on the suffering of Jesus on His 
way to Golgotha.  We can do that in different ways.  Some of us will refrain from 
something in order to be reminded daily of the fragility of life, solidarity with other 
people and belonging to others. 
 
I have always chosen to read a special book during Lent.  For many years I have read 
the Letters and Papers from Prison, written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  I have read the 
book many times. Nowadays I do not read it from the beginning to the end, but some 
lines every day make my day during Lent. 
 
Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran priest in Germany, an anti-Nazi whom Hitler sent to 
prison and finally to a concentration camp and hanged in the early morning of 9th 
April, 1945.  It is remarkable that he was hanged just a couple of weeks before the 
war ended.  During his time in the Berlin prison he wrote letters that were published 
after the war.  We don’t know how he wanted these texts to be edited.  Certainly all 
the letters were unfinished.  Maybe that is one of the reasons that these letters are so 
attractive.  The letters invite us to think ourselves – and we do not always know what 
Bonhoeffer meant exactly himself.  The letters are close to life, the fragile life, the 
vulnerable life exposed to sufferings. 
 
Bonhoeffer is very much linked to England and London, where he worked from 1933-
1935 as one of the German pastors.  Today we can find his statue at the west front of 
Westminster Abbey in London. 
 
“God allows Himself to be edged out of the world and onto the cross.  God is weak 
and powerless in the world, and that is exactly the way, the only way, in which He 
can be with us and help us.  Matthew 8:17 makes it crystal clear that it is not by His 
omnipotence that Christ helps us, but by His weakness and suffering.”  Bonhoeffer 
wrote this in the letter on 16th July, 1944. 
 
And he continues in the same letter:  “This is the decisive difference between 
Christianity and all religions.  Man’s religiosity makes him look in his distress to the 
power of God in the world; he uses God as a Deus ex machina.  The Bible however 
directs him to the powerlessness and suffering of God; only a suffering God can help.” 
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The Latin words about “God from the machine” refer to the antique drama.  In these 
dramas there were sometimes theatrical complications (mostly love-problems) that 
were almost impossible to resolve.  In the last act only a figure of paper, a figure that 
symbolized a god, was introduced to solve all the problems. 
 
But we – the friends of Jesus – do not have such a God that solves all our problems. 
We believe in God who is with us on the Way, vulnerable, fragile, suffering.  
 
When we look at our own shortcomings, this is a help for us.  Our God knows and 
understands. He will not eliminate our sufferings; He will not eliminate our mistakes, 
but He will help us to overcome, to live through them. 
 
 
My motto as a bishop comes from a quotation in Psalm 116.5:  God is merciful (Deus 
miseretur). 
 
When I was appointed bishop in 1994 I searched for a bible verse to be my motto. 
This is our tradition in Sweden. For me it was simple.  I searched for a bible verse 
expressing the mercy of God.  You may say that this shows my Lutheran heritage.  It 
is true, of course.  But, above all, it points to the foundation of my life. 
 
Without mercy I cannot live. 
 
I wish you a blessed time in Lent 2014.  And I hope to see you soon in different 
occasions. Whether we meet or not we are united through the power of prayer. 
 
Pray for me as I pray for you!            
 
 
 
+ Martin 
	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 

 
 
 
 


