Meeting of the Primates and Presiding Bishops of the Porvoo Communion
Llandaff, Oct. 3-4 2011

Sharing a Common Life in Mission and Service
Church leaders of the Porvoo Communion meet in Llandaff

The Primates and Presiding Bishops of the Porvoo Communion of Churches met in Llandaff, Wales, on October 3. -4., to review common work undertaken since the last meeting, to discuss areas of common concern and to share information about important issues in their respective churches. 
The biannual meeting of the Primates and Presiding Bishops is one of the consultation processes in the Porvoo Communion of Churches, who have committed themselves to “share a common life in mission and service.”
In reviewing the work carried out since their last meeting the Primates and Presiding Bishops commended the “Guidelines for Interfaith Encounter” which had been further developed at a Porvoo Consultation in 2011, and also the work on responding to conflict which is part of an on-going process for consultation within the Communion. Information on these consultations can be found on the website of the Porvoo Communion, www.porvoochurches.org  under “resources”. 
In discussing the current economic crisis in Europe the Primates and Presiding Bishops recognized that this affects all the countries and churches in different ways. Unemployment is rising in most of the countries. Changing patterns of migration have created a challenge to the churches in providing pastoral care to the new migrants. A Consultation on Diaspora and Migrant Churches will be held by the Porvoo Communion in March 2012. The Primates and Presiding Bishops also called for a consultation on Economy and Ethics, recognising the effect that the current economic environment has on their countries and the moral responsibility of the richer churches towards the poorer churches.
The next consultation of the Communion, to be held in Finland in November 2011, will be a Consultation on Marriage. The consultation will enable the Porvoo churches to share each other’s understanding and experiences as well as each other’s traditions, histories and differences.
The Porvoo Communion is visible in different areas in the life of the churches, for example in twinning and visits between dioceses and congregations, and in the mutually enriching engagement of diaspora congregations in the life of the churches of the Communion. The Primates and Presiding Bishops asked that creative work with young people across the Communion should be explored. 
About the Porvoo Communion

The Porvoo Communion is a communion of Anglican and Lutheran Churches that have made a commitment to each other for the sake of greater unity and more effective mission in their part of Europe. However, the churches maintain their respective identities. 

Anglican member churches are the Church of England, the Church of Ireland, the Scottish Episcopal Church, the Church in Wales, the Lusitanian Church in Portugal, the Spanish Episcopal Reformed Church; five Nordic Lutheran Churches: the Church of Sweden, the Church of Norway, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark and two of the Baltic Lutheran churches: the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church and the  Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania. 

Currently there are also three Churches with observer status in the Porvoo Communion of Churches, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, the Lutheran Church in Great Britain and the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church Abroad.

